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Commissioner David Thaler is a Senior Advisor in the Office of the Director. Prior to his ap-
pointment as Senior Advisor, Commissioner Thaler served as a mediator in the Iselin, NJ Field 
Office of FMCS, where he mediated disputes involving collective bargaining, grievances filed 
by employees to enforce their rights under collective bargaining agreements, and employment 
discrimination cases in the equal employment opportunity context for multiple federal sector 
agencies. In addition to his dispute resolution caseload, Commissioner Thaler designed and 
facilitated labor-management committee cooperation efforts involving major hospitals and un-
ions in the New York City area, and also trained labor and management partners in many in-
dustries in core relationship and communications skills to help them better administer their 
collective bargaining agreements. 
 
Internationally, Commissioner Thaler has trained officials from several U.S. and foreign gov-
ernment agencies in mediation and conflict management. He has worked in Argentina, Bangla-
desh, Canada, Colombia, the Czech Republic, the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Hungary, 
Mexico, Mozambique, Panama, Peru, South Korea, Thailand, Uganda, and Vietnam, in addi-
tion to training incoming delegations from China, Haiti and Tajikistan. In 2015, Commissioner 
Thaler was named to the international roster of mediators for United Nations and United Na-
tions Staff Management Committee. 
 
Commissioner Thaler holds a master’s degree in Public Policy from Harvard University, a J.D. 
from New York University, where he was a Norman Ostrow Scholar and an editor on the Moot 
Court Board, and a B.A. in International Relations and Spanish, Summa Cum Laude, from 
Tulane University. Mr. Thaler has also authored or co-authored several publications relating to 
workplace issues for several international organizations and U.S. government agencies. Since 
2014, Commissioner Thaler has been an Adjunct Professor of Conflict Management at Drew 
University, where he was the 2018 recipient of the Thomas H. Kean Award for excellence in 
graduate teaching. 
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